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Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Traditional Territory 



TH Traditional Territory 

The THTT is located in the central part of the Yukon Territory  

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Traditional Territory (THTT) includes 63,946 Km² 
(35,466 Mile) 

• 2,590 sq. Km² is registered to Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in under 
Category A Settlement Land parcels 

 

Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Traditional Territory is home to abundant fish and 
wildlife species that provide healthy traditional foods for TH citizens.  

 



PCH range 
extends 

down into 
the northern 

portion of 
the THTT 



TH Final Agreement and Self-Government Agreements  
with respect to fish & wildlife 



TH Fish and Wildlife Act 

TH is a Self-Governing First 
Nation with a land claim 
agreement and through their 
Self-Government Agreement, TH 
has the ability to establish their 
own legislation 

In 2007, TH drafted their own 
Fish and Wildlife Act; TH is 
working on updates to the Act 
and Regulations 



TH Fish and Wildlife Act cont’d…

Our Act provides TH with full 
authority to manage and 
administer subsistence harvest 
in TH Traditional Territory, along 
with managing licensed hunting 
on TH Settlement Lands 



Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in - Our Relationship 

with the Land 



Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in - Our Relationship 

with a changing Land 
 
 Concerns around to much 
development and activity in 
winter range 
 • Northern cross 3D seismic 
 • Dempster highway 
 
 Changes to habitat due to 

climate change 
• Food availability 
• Predator-prey dynamics 

 
 

 

Changes to the ecosystem can alter biodiversity and impact TH culture, tradition or lifestyle 

 Weather patterns changing and 
impacts to the herd 

 • Early spring melt and break up 
 • High snow depths (e.g. 2014/2015) 

 • Freezing rain 
 
 Northern contaminants program 

(Gamberg Consulting) 
 



HARVEST MANAGEMENT 



Harvest Management cont’d 



Harvest Management cont’d

Education is a key responsibility for managing subsistence harvesting in TH Traditional Territory 



Harvest Management cont’d

Harvest Data Collection 



Harvest Management cont’d

HARVESTERS INTERVIEWED* ACTIVE 
HARVESTERS 
 

YEAR 
JUNE 1ST to 
MAY 31ST 

MONTH # OF 
BULLS 

# OF 
COWS 

UNKNOWN TOTALS 

2015/ 2016 OCTOBER 1 0 0 1 

2015/ 2016 NOVEMBER 1 0 0 1 

2015/ 2016 NOVEMBER 1 0 0 1 

2015/ 2016 OCTOBER 1 0 0 1 

2015/ 2016 NOVEMBER 5 0 0 5 

2015/ 2016 NOVEMBER 3 0 0 3 

15 6 12 0 0 12 

*100%  response rate 



• TH monitors and patrols 
harvesting activities on the 
Dempster Highway 

 

• F&W Stewards go door-to-
door to request harvest data 
information 



HARVEST 
Historically: 

Harvest of PCH occurred within the TH 
Traditional Territory 

 

Currently:  

TH recognizes the importance of 
continued efforts of management and 
respect for the herd in order to maintain 
healthy populations for the future 

 

Future:  

PCH will continue to be and will become 
increasingly important as a food source 
within TH Traditional Territory 

Current declining moose and salmon 
populations will increase demand for 
other sources of wild meat such as PCH 



TH PRIORITIES  

Harvest reporting and  
Traditional Knowledge collection 
 



TH PRIORITIES  

Native User Agreement: 

 



NEXT STEPS 

Requests: 



TH PRIORITIES 

Respect your harvest 
Take only what you need, and use all that you take.  

Shoot to kill 

TH supports hunting camps that 
educate hunters on safe and respectful 
hunting practices 



FIRST HUNT 2016 
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Recommendations 

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in continues to 
recommend: 

Management remains in 
the Green Zone based on 
the past year’s indicators 



QUESTIONS? 

MÄHSI CHO 


