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PCMB Annual Harvest Meeting Information

Dear Mr. Tetlichi,

The Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation (VGFN) would like to thank the PCMB for all its hard work and the ability of board
members and staff to work together on preserving our precious vadzaih. We received the document entitled
“Porcupine Caribou Management Board Recommendations to the Parties” on March 12, 2026. It is with appreciation
that we submit our comments as follows:

VGFN is in full support of the document’s “Section B: Recommended Harvest Management Zone and Harvest
Management Actions”. Specifically, we support the recommendation to remain in the green management zone as
outlined in the Harvest Management Plan (pg. 20). This entails the following actions:

e  Harvest only the amount needed;

° Licensed hunters receive a maximum of two bull tags;

e  Shooting will be accurate and wounded animals will be retrieved; and

e  Parties will collect rigorous and verifiable harvest data, to be provided for the Annual Harvest Meeting.
In addition, VGFN also supports the recommendation in Section D that the Parties Advance the Implementation of the
HMP, particularly through the following priority actions:

. Improve harvest reporting rates for all User Groups;

e  Establish the Native User Commission to develop a range-wide Native User Access and Consent Agreement and
determine the allocation of Annual Allowable Harvest for the orange zone (Tasks 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 respectively);

. Develop a range-wide Porcupine Caribou herd tag.

In particular, VGFN would like to highlight the importance of harvest reporting and to call on the Gwich’in Renewable
Resource Board (GRRB) and the Inuvialuit Game Council (IGC) to submit complete harvest data for all their communities
at the 2027 Annual Harvest Meeting. We have noticed the GRRB has not submitted complete harvest data since 2020-
21, and the IGC has not submitted complete harvest data since 2018-19. This period of incomplete harvest data cannot
continue, particularly in the context of a declining herd.
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Finally, VGFN urges that:
e  Herd population surveys be prioritized in the coming years to better assess the extent of the observed decline.

e All User Groups encourage their harvesters to voluntarily avoid harvesting cows until an additional aerial survey
is completed to assess the potential degree of continued decline.

e All Parties write to the International Porcupine Caribou Board to express concerns regarding the Board’s lack
of functionality and its obligations under the treaty, and to advocate that the Board actively support discussions
on herd decline, harvest management, harvest monitoring, and habitat protection.

e  All Parties and the PCMB continue to work together to protect the Coastal Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge including through participation in public comment periods.

We would like to take this time to express our appreciation of the efforts the Board has made with the Annual Harvest
Meeting and Harvest Management Plan. We look forward to building a strong partnership between the PCMB, all the
User Groups, and the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation.

Mabhsi’,

Chief Pauline Frost

Cc: Deana Lemke, Executive Director, PCMB
Marvin Frost Sr., PCMB Member for Vuntut Gwitchin
Jeffrey Peter, PCMB Alternate for Vuntut Gwitchin
Lance Nagwan, A/ Director Natural Resource Department, Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation
Jeremy Brammer, Senior Research Analyst, Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation
Christine Creyke, Gwich’in Steering Committee
Harold Frost Jr., Gwich’in Steering Committee
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